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THE STAR’S EDITORIAL

The Greater Kansas City Chamber of Commerce has decided to support the two questions on Kansas City’s Aug. 7 ballot. That’s a
victory for Mayor Sly James. The decision signals that civic leaders will contribute lots of money to the campaigns that will be needed
to pass a sales tax increase and $500 million in sewer revenue bonds in a very tough economy.

Yael T. Abouhalkah, Kansas City Star editorial page columnist, on the Midwest Voices blog at voices.kansascity.com
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TO SEND LETTERS: 
Visit the Letters website at
kansascity.com/letters to
submit your letter to the editor.
The website form, with helpful
reminders on required
information, replaces an email
address for online submissions.
You may also mail letters of up
to 150 words to Letters, The
Kansas City Star, 1729 Grand
Blvd., Kansas City, MO 64108.
Online letters are preferred. 

AS I SEE IT: The Star welcomes
essays of up to 600 words. An
essay and a color photo of the
writer should be sent by email
to oped@kcstar.com or by mail
to the above address. All
submissions are edited, may be
republished in any format and
become property of The Star.

Please include your name,
address and daytime phone
number. 

HOW TO REACH US

Two young girls skipped down a Loose
Park path on a sunny day last week,
enjoying the benefits of a wonderful

public space in Kansas City.
Or, to put it more technically, they are the

beneficiaries of a public-private partnership
that continues to invest in better amenities for
area residents.

The spongy asphalt pathway used by the
girls, for instance, was built with the help of a
contribution from the Ward Family Foundation
— the patron saint of Loose Park.

Soon, tennis players will be swinging their
racquets on new courts that are under con-
struction next to a sprayground heavily used by
children on Loose Park’s west side. These and
other amenities are supported with private
dollars from the foundation, connected to the
family that runs Russell Stover Candies. Its
funds also pay to mow grass, trim trees, collect
trash and provide other services at the 75-acre
park south of the Country Club Plaza.

The foundation’s support helps ensure that
Loose Park remains one of the jewels of Kansas
City’s parks system.

Meanwhile, private contributions from Frank
and Ann Uryasz continue to make possible
major improvements to Hyde Park in midtown,
while the Ward Family Foundation helps sup-
port upgrades to nearby Gillham Park.

But in times of tight budgets at City Hall, the
Parks and Recreation Department also is doing

a better job working with residents to spruce
up the city’s public spaces.

❚ Parks official Steve Lampone marvels at
how much sweat equity a large and dedicated

group of neighbors poured into improving
Roanoke Park in midtown. The residents have
removed growths of wild honeysuckle to ex-
pose beautiful limestone outcroppings. The

neighbors also developed their own master
plan for upgrading parts of the park. A space
that too often had become trashy now spar-
kles. And it’s getting more visitors. On a
recent weekend families enjoyed picnics in
the park while a dozen or so youngsters
nearby threw around flying discs.

❚ Organizations such as the Armour Hills
and Verona Hills neighborhood associations
are contributing private dollars to plant more
trees to be enjoyed by future generations.
The latter group, for instance, will pay for
dozens of trees that will take the place of
dead or dying pines to be removed in south
Kansas City.

❚ The Penn Valley Park Conservancy, led
by longtime parks activist Dona Boley, has
helped guide improvements under way to
improve that large downtown public space.

❚ On the Plaza’s east side, the Mill Creek
Park Association is helping pay for repaired
sidewalks around the iconic J.C. Nichols
Fountain and for new black wrought iron
benches nearby. It’s about time, too; the
sidewalks and concrete benches have been
crumbling for years.

The parks department must be open to
even more partnerships with businesses and
residents. Giving them bigger stakes in a
better parks system — a nationally recog-
nized amenity — is a smart investment in the
city’s future.

Parks department should work with more businesses, residents to improve public spaces

Public-private efforts build better parks in KC

YAEL T. ABOUHALKAH | THE KANSAS CITY STAR

Visitors enjoy shade from mature trees, winding pathways, ponds and other amenities at
Kansas City’s Loose Park.

Budget roadblocks

I can still remember listen-
ing to President John Kennedy
propose landing a man on the
moon within 10 years. It
seemed unimaginable.

The thought of man in space
was still the subject of science-
fiction books. Yet, it seemed
like it might be possible, and a
whole bunch of then-teenagers
started planning their astro-
naut careers. There was little
talk in the media about the
cost, which was great.

When President Dwight
Eisenhower proposed the
interstate highway system,
which would take 40 years to
complete, there was little de-
bate about the cost. 

No one today could argue
about the benefit to the coun-
try of either program. Once we
can agree on the vision, the
budgeting can be figured out
later.

If we started with a “budget-
first” mentality, nothing of
value would be proposed and
nothing of value would get
done. Anyone who has sat in a
company meeting for more
than a few minutes can verify
that statement.

And that’s the biggest prob-
lem we have now. We have
huge opportunities ahead that
will require investments, and
we are stuck debating the cost
before we start.

What is today’s “man in
space” idea?

John Chapman
Gladstone

What would Jesus do?
The Christian values I was

taught centered around the
idea that Jesus brought the
message of love to a world
mired in hatefulness and spite.
Instead of love coming from
these so-called Christians who
drive the Republican Party, I
hear harsh judgment toward
our fellow man, vitriol, intoler-
ance — everything Jesus
taught against.

Jesus took steps to enlighten
the world. “Light a candle and
set it on a hill for all to see.” I
see no light as I watch and
listen the right’s rhetoric. I feel
enveloped by darkness.

“Be not afraid,” Jesus said.
But fear spills from the mouths
of the Republican Christians,
driving them to control our
lives — from who gets to mar-
ry to how women are to be-
have in our society.

How do these so-called
Christians dismiss so easily
Jesus’ admonition, “Judge not
lest ye be judged?” When a
crowd of righteous followers

of Jesus threw a prostitute
before him, he admonished
them to cast a stone only if
they had no sin in their own
hearts.

Where are the meek, loving
and honest Christians who
truly live by their savior’s
teachings?

Chris Kraft
Kansas City

U.S. nanny state
I just finished reading the

Department of Labor’s fact
sheet on the proposed Federal
Agricultural Child Labor Pro-
vision. I was dismayed to dis-
cover that as a child I appear to
have broken every rule the
government had proposed.

My parents were obviously
negligent and unfit to raise
children, and I am simply
lucky just to be alive. This
nation’s lawmakers had been
set to impose their view of
what was “safe” for my own
young children and I am sim-
ply amazed that I, their father,
had never once thought of
protecting their well-being.

What wonderful leadership
our country’s lawmakers pos-
sess to succeed in protecting
my children where I have
obviously failed. I can only
hope any new law will shelter
my kids from the horrors of
feeding cattle, baling hay and
participating in 4-H.

Perhaps, too, they can be
dissuaded — for their own

well-being — from riding
bicycles, climbing trees or
going outdoors at all.

How lucky we are to have a
government with the power to
watch over our families and
protect us from harm and with
the wisdom to help us raise
our children where we our-
selves are so incapable.

Paul Wright
Kansas City

Clueless politicians
Do politicians know any-

thing about taxes? It’s becom-
ing apparent that many elected
officials understand little
about taxation because they
never tell anyone what serv-
ices will disappear. Perhaps
elected officials have no clue.

I do not perceive Kansas
Gov. Sam Brownback as the
economic giant of our time. All
of today’s elected officials cut
as many taxes as possible.

Thinkers, get your wallets
out. You are about to be ex-
posed to higher taxes, in-
creased fees and increased
water and sewer rates as a
result of all the state-level tax
cuts.

Public swimming will cost
more. Public education will
cost more.

Forcing locals into increased
taxes to pay the bills allows too
many politicians in Topeka to
say, “We do not believe in
increasing taxes,” which is one
big fat lie.

They want to throw the
bums out and return religious
teaching to the classroom. 

In Middle Eastern mon-
archies, the Qur’an is the law
and taught in every school,
with moral police patrolling
the streets. Young people have
to socialize behind locked
doors. A woman accused of
adultery is stoned to death by
her family.

Our churches have tradition-
ally dictated public morality,
which was enforced by law.
Even married couples could
not legally use contraceptives.

Our government has gradu-
ally abolished segregation and
Jim Crow laws, many divorce
laws, movie censorship, Prohi-
bition and laws governing
private sexual behavior. For all
its faults, our government is
now more transparent, more
humane and more responsive
to the desires of its citizens.

Jeanette B. Welch
Warrensburg

Thanks for service
My daughter and I attended

the Celebration at the Station.
The event was wonderful as
usual.

We were packing up to leave
when an attractive woman
approached, handed me a card,
turned and disappeared into
the nighttime crowd. The card
read, “Thank you for your
service ....”

I had simply stood when
asked to honor my branch of
the armed forces, and she had
noticed. That meant some-
thing special. Young lady,
thank you for your unselfish
act of respect.

Gordon Kauffman
Overland Park

Electric car event

The May 26 article,
“Charged up,” was one of the
best I’ve seen about the cur-
rent status and merits of elec-
tric cars. Having driven my
Chevy Volt more than 15,000
miles (I drive about 600 miles
a week), I can confirm the real
pleasure that comes from
driving a stylish, responsive,
full-function car of the future
that does it all using a quarter
of the gasoline I used before.

I believe Star readers would
be interested in the Electric
Avenue event happening today.
Partnering with a major re-
gional ethnic food festival
(KosherFest), this event will
showcase a wide variety of
electric cars, including those
highlighted in the article.

This is on top of great food,
entertainment and activities
for kids. Electric Avenue/
KosherFest is from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. at Congregation Ohev
Sholom at 75th Street and Nall
Avenue in Prairie Village.

Ace Allen
KosherFest

2012 Co-Chair
Prairie Village

Money wasted in Kansas
Recently I received a yard

waste survey from the office of
the Jackson County executive.
In the cover letter, officials
mentioned the county’s part-
ner in the survey is based in
Olathe. Why is Jackson County
spending money and sending
jobs (if even temporary ones)
out of state?

This could have been ac-
complished in many other
ways. A seniors or veterans
group could have done it, or it
could have been a project for
graduating seniors, college
students or even some local
scout troops.

The best organization I
could think of would be Jack-
son County’s employees. Give
their own people a little over-
time money instead of sending
it to Kansas.

The way I see it, it’s no dif-
ferent than sending American
jobs overseas. Granted, it’s on a
much smaller scale, yet the
principle is the same.

Mike Disselhoff
Blue Springs

Making America better
Letters concerned about

public immorality are increas-
ing before the election. Writers
are blaming the decline of
morality on gays, the Obama
administration and the remov-
al of the Bible from our public
schools several years ago.

You name it, public services
will cost more.

Richard Heckler
Lawrence

War is not the answer
The presidential candidates

seem to believe war, which
leads to more wars, is the
solution to current internation-
al problems. 

Haven’t they been paying
attention to what has hap-
pened the past 100 years?

We have had World War I
(“the war to end all wars”),
World War II, the introduction
of the atomic bomb and the
hydrogen bomb and Korea, a
war whose only solution was a
line in the sand.

Then there was Vietnam, a
war that should never have
been, yet by the time we were
ushered out by the North
Vietnamese, 58,000 Americans
had died, and some are still not
home.

There have been wars in the
Falklands, Kuwait, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan — this list goes on
and on. 

Would the presidential can-
didates be willing to send their
children into a war that did not
have to be?

No one wins. Cool heads
over current international
pressures may take time, but a
continuation of our tomorrows
is a reality that we all want.

William S. Pitchford
Kansas City
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